The Duckpin Pro Tour Story

The Greatest Event Since The Invention Of The Game

In 1903, John McGraw and Wil-
bert Robinson, then two Baltimors
Oriole basehall players later to be-
come baseball immortals, owned the
Diamond Bowling Lanes on Howard
Strest in Baltimore. McGraw and
Robinson felt that true skill and (he

mﬁm possible Mﬂﬂ could be
accomplished in wlin.gh‘;t:}
using o ball designed to fit the d
and using pins to conform to the size
of the ball. Acting as aggressively in
business as they were in sports, they
had this done and as a group of
spectators witnessed the firt match

of this nuwtli::wling the r!omnlt
was heard that the fiying pins looked
like o Aock of du&lm

Since that first match, it's been the
custom of bowlers in tewns up and
down the Eastern seaboard to chal-
lenge one another in friendly compe-
tition, In fact, most of the better
bowlers travel great distances to show
their prowess,

Certainly the inventors of the
Duckpin Game must have envisioned
a time when enough Duckpin Bowl-
ing Greats could be gathersd to dis-

y their skill. TUufortunately, the
arefathers of duckpins aren’t here 1o
gee it, but the time is here. The
§95.000 BPAA Duckpin Professional
Bowlers Tour s now a reality. Fi-
nally, bowling fans and the average
sports fan_ throughout Duckpin ter
ritories will have the oppertunity to
see the Nation's lop talented Duckpin
Bowling Stars first-hand ns each tour
travels inte their reapective com-
miuniies.

The BPAA Duckpin Professional
Bowlers Tour is n series of ten $2,500
events condoeted once each month
for o period of ten months, This sea-
gon, the tour started in December at
Penn Daw Bowling Center in Alex-
andria, Virginia. Then, after a two-
month break, to allow Pro Associa.
tion Members to participate in the
Tenth Annual BPAA Duckpin All-
Star Match Game Champlonship,

picks up again in April and continues
on to Iinenhcr., 1964. The field for
each of these ten events is limited to
64 bowlers. With the exception of
the five-man local field provided by
ench host establishment on the tour,

all bowiers minst be members of the
Professional Duckpin Bowlers Asso-

BPAA
National Duckpin
Professional Bowlers
Tour

Decamber 13, 14, 15, 1963
PFEMM-DAW BOWLING CEMTER
alemondria; Va,
+*

April 3, & 3, 19ed
BIMALDI'S MEMORIAL PALACE
Atlanta, Ga.

*

Moy B, %, 10, 19&4
Q. HENEY LAMES
Greensborg, M, T

*

Juna 12, 13, 14, 1964
Hogersbawn, b,
*

July 10, 11, 12, 1964
RINALDUS TLAZA BOWL
Warfelk, ¥a,

*

Augei 14, 15, 18, 1764
FAIR LAMES SOUTHWEST
Boltimare, Md.

o
Septamber 4, 5, &, 1764
WILLOW BOWL
Richmond, Ve
o

Octobar 8, 10, 11, 1964
COLOMIAL AMMAROLIS LAMES
Annopalis, Md.

*

Mavember &, 7, B, 1964
VALLEY BOWLING CEMTER
Harrizasharg, Yo
*

Daesmber 11, 13, 13, 19564
FAIR LANES PRIMCE GEORGES PLALA
Hrottwvills, Wl

ciation. Initial membership was
granted on the basis of a bowler
holding a 120 or better average for

Of games last season. Each partici-
ting Pro pays an entry fee of
00 to enter each event. FEach
tournament consisis of throe daye of
activity. On Friday evening, sevaral
of the top stars on the tour come inlo
town early to help conduet a moder-
ated clinie in the host establishment.
This clinie is open to the general
public and is a time for bowling fans
to learn the seerets of the stars. 1t i
at the clinic that fans will have the

e pity to see the stars in an
m“ match, hear them give
pointers  designed to improve &
bowler's game, and sctually receive
help from them right on the lanes.

Spturday sarts the competition.
Each of the 64 bowlers competing in
32-man will shoot & 16-game
qualifying round in two cight-game
blocks with total pinfall determining
the winness, The eight leaders at the
end of Saturday's competition ad-
vance intp the round-robin finals
scheduled on Sunday. These top eight
men bowl lwo game hesd-to-head
maiches against each other conclud-
ing with a position round pairing in
which the number one men in the
standings meets number two, num-
ber three opposes number four and

B 00,

Finals competition in the Pro Tour
fontures & new system of scoring
whereby nfuinni;l; howler gets 30
honus or £a won, These
bmunpp]?:u will hcgmcad-dt'd into the
total pins so that the final tally will
show seratch total, bonus pins snd
grand total, This system was adopled
to do away with the more compli-
cated Petersen Point System used
prior o the innugf.u'alhn of these
events and to simplify spectator un-
derstanding.

A apecial feature offered 1o the
Professionals on the Tour is the op:
portunity 1o become the Bowler of
the Year. Besides being able to win
top prizes in each of the ten events,
an exira $1,000, plus s handsome
trophy, will be awnrded to the bowler
scoring the most points in compeli-
tion. The point system used is
on the winning bowler in each of the
ten events receiving 15 points. Second

lace carns 13 points; third, 11:
ourth, 9: fifth, #; sixth, 7; seventh,

DUCKPMIN FRO TOUR



th, 5; then, ninth through
twell J:lmz will receive 8 points;
thirteenth through sixteenth, 2 points,
and seventeenth through twentioth, |
point. The bowler with the most ac

cumulated points after the ten events
s crowned the Bowler of the Year.

The Professional Tour concept for
Duckpins las been broached

Juckpi mary
times in past years. But, it was not
until the BPAA Duckpin Activities

Department held their Annual Meet-
ing in Norfolk, Virginia, this past
Ehmmm-,, r.hm“mmrete action “m

n to actually star lhillsi rolling,
It was there J.n the maonths .u.rgd
dates for the evenis were formulated
and bid invitations were made to all
members,

Quite naturally, certain conditions
were attached to hosting the events.
Interested establishments must  be
members in good standing of the
%PM ?n-d Dnr;;ut be centified by the

ationa in Bowling Congress.
Each must have & minimum of 16
ltnu,‘amii ﬂ':ﬁrel:ﬂuat be a ssating
eapacity for at 200 spectators,
Each establishment must abso be will-
ing to provide lanes an entire week-
nd and pay a franchise fee for this
right. The franchise fee goes directly
into the bowlers' prize fund.

Encoura by the d aceepl-
ance of thEEdln yn{lzs nr:Pl'iiiu }-:uﬁs
circuit, the Pro Tour program moved
inta the next phase of development;
that of arganizing the Professional
Bowlers Association, Since the basic
formal calls for a 64-howler field, it
was determined that the Pro Associa-
tion should have a minimum of 150
members. This initial number of Pro-
fessional Stars would sssure complete
participation in all events,

Charter Membership in the Pro
Association closed on  November
23rd, 1963, and from this list of
Charter Members came the field for
the first stop on the tour, All Charter
Members were listed according 1o
average #nd the top 3¢ wers given
first crack at the firsl event. The
other five bowlers in the 64-man field
came: from the sponsoring houss,

After the first lournament, the for-
mat wsed for participation allows the
top portion of the field to continue
rolling in the next stop on the circuit
and holds open enough in the
field 1o pusrantee that sll Pro Assc-
ciation Members will participate at
least twice during the season. Mem-
bership in the Pro Association, how.
ever, has not elosed and any members
who join after the November 23rd

date will be sdded 10 the list and
awail their turn for participation.

The third, and perhaps most com-
plicated phase of getting the Pro
Tour rolling, was that of organizing
all of the stops on the circuil into a
well oiled tournament packape and
then gﬁtlnmf this information out to
the general public by way of the
various media ouotlets in each four
area, The many months of behind
the scenes hard work and planning in
this area is never seen by the specta-
tors attending the events and some-
times overlon Special press con-
rﬂﬁhn?‘ interviews with radio and
e on  axeculives, and nwnﬁngl
with proprietor snd bowlers” associa-

TOTAL TOUR
PRIZE FUND
$25,000.00
*
Each Event
*
FIRST PLACE $1,000.00
SECOND PLACE = 500,00
THIRD PLACE 250.00
FOURTH PLACE _ 200.00
FIFFTH PLACE 174.00
HXTH PLACE 150.00
SEVENTH PLACE 125.00
EFGHTH PFACE 100.00
TOTAL $2,500.00
*
BOWLER OF THE YEAR AWARD
£1,000.00
*
Plus @ handsome trophy owarded by
the BPAA Duckpim Actlvities  Depart.
At

tions had to be held, to not only plan
the kind of cover. that sho he
provided for evenl, but to
develop n system of kesping the pub-
lic informed in the other areas that
either the tour has just left or has
not yet reached,

Asa result of these meetings, man
important press tools were dnvnlupui
First, & press kit of tha stars on the
tour, includi ictures, filler stories,
and backgro information to aid
in Ere-ﬁm-msry stories leading up 1o
each event; then, & series of prepared
releases were made to issue 1o each
tour ares prior to the toumament to
build the interest of the bowling fans.
A special reporting system wos devel-

oped to earry the results of each
tournament  immediately  following
the action to all interested duckpin
territories, Finally, it was suggested
that information as overall records,
Iudi;’g money winners, Bowler of
the Year point contenders, ele, be
carried the week following each tour-
ney, o sustain interest from event to
evenl. The cooperation the Tour
Commiltes recevied was amazing and
a large percentage of any success that
the Toor Program might schieve
mutbﬁmn&ihﬂmlﬂﬁuﬂzmmy
interested media re ives who
N

This is the Duckpin Professional
Tour Story we know. The part of the
story we don't know and can only
surmise is what will happen in the
future. The Tour Committes, havi

no experience from which they c;u“ﬁ

base the planning of the m this
season, mtahluﬁad the field and

tournamenl play on the ideal fgure
for participation of 64 bowlers. l'funlzd'-
ever, if interest continues as it

has thus fur on the part of the
bowlers, spectators, proprietors, and
press media, expandi Tour Pro-
gram will be the only avenue the
Toor Committes will have to take.
Of course, an expanded Tour Pro-
Eﬂm would mean incressing  the
eld, adding sdditional sites, and
broadening the prize lists for esch
stop.  Conceivably in one ., the
total Tour Prize List could jump
from 525000 to $35,000, or even
possibly $50,000.00,

Another important ible future
d!uhpnmﬁﬁhc wlrmp??;:; of all of
the Pro events. The impact and iden-
tity each of the Pro events have in
the communities they reach and the
image the Tour itselfl creates will die-
tate whether or nog sponsors will be-
come interesied, At this point, the
Tour Committee feels that products
will want to become identified with
Duckping a8 a eport, recognizing
through the Toor, the Game iz one
of the few in existence that is con-
dacive to the entire family. There-
fore, the possibility of a network
for the Pro Tour is bright. In fact,
the future of the Pra Tour has end:
less possibilities and evervone con-
cerned with ils operation is extremely
excited.

If McGraw and Rohinson wers on
the Duckpin seene today, most every-
one in the industry believes that they
would be gs excited about the BPAA
Duckpin Professional Bowlers Tour
as they were when they started the
Game.



The Duckpin Professional Association Story

A month prior to the first event on the Pro Tour Calen-
dar, & very special meeting was called between the Charter
Members of the Professional Bowlers' Association and
the BPAA Duckpin Activities Department Tour Com-
mittes with the purpose of forming a parinership and
developing a&n Aseociation to govern all future pro
activities. In the face of having many people in the
bowling industry fesling that a bowlers and proprictors
group could never get together, the meeting could be
termed as historic. Out of 124 registered Charter Mem-
bere of the Association, an amaging 49 traveling from
all corners of duckpin territory were on hand to give
their assistance in the development of the total program.
The exchange of ideas and the introdoction of possible
future activity of the Assecigtion from both sides clearly
indicated that this meeting wes only the beginning of
many to be called with the singular purpose of huilding
the Duckpin Geme. [t was immediately apparent that the
BPAA Duckpin Professional Bowlers Tour was the
promotional vehiele needed 1o rekindle interest in the
total industry’s growth, on the part of bowlers, as well
BE PrOprietors.

The need for a Duckpin Professional Bowlers' Assecia-
tion was caused as a result of the BPAA Duckpin Activi-
ties Depariment initiating the Professional Bowlers Touor
in their Annoal Mesting at Norfolk, Virginia this past
summer. The proprietor group felt that they could handle
the mechanics of the tournament, securing the sites,
developing the promotion and publicity needed to insure
success, but needed to have the bowlers themselves form
an asseciation in parinership with them to be able o
handle basic bowler requirements, Such importint topica
a8 bowler participation, rules of conduct, playing condi-
tions, future membership participation, and bowler as-
sociation rules could not be dictated by proprietors and
must be policed by the bowlers, themselves,

It was decided at the first meeting, due to the large
number in Charter Membership and their vast geographi-
cal spread, it would be impractical to function without
firet forming an Advisory Commiites of bowlers to act
as the group’s spokesmen. This Advisory Commitiee, in
turn, would work with the BPAA Duckpin Pro Teur
Committee to govern all Association projects. The Ad-
visory Committee was formed by bresking down the
geographical areas in membership into four hesic parts:
Metropolitan Washington, Metropolitan Baltimore, ¥ir-
winia. and Marvland. Included in Virginia were those

Charter Members from North Caroling and in Maryland
those Charter Members from West Virginia, Each of the
above areas were allowed one representutive, with the
excepiion af Metropolitan Washington. Two representa-
tivea were chosen from that area of Charter Members as
il represents the largest group of participating Pros.
Each area clected their own bowler spokesman.

John Weinkam was elected Chairman of the Advisory
Committee snd Baltimore's representative, Bill Leffler
was elected to serve Virginia, John Mandes and Jack
Moulten in the Metropolitan Washington area, and Joe
Walker was Marvland’s choice.

Sinee the first meeting, the Advisory Committes and
the BPAA Duckpin Pro Tour Committee have made
duckpin professional history. They compiled & set of
tourmament roles and regulations completely agreeable
to all the traveling pros on the toor, developed o consti-
tution and by.laws of organizational standards for the
Association and, in short, established all of the machinery
that is now the Duckpin Professional Program.

The ultimate goals and objectives of the Duckpin Pro-
fessionnl Association are completely consisient with the
quality of program and performance that sudiences in
duckpin areas viewing the Tour will witness. First and
foremast, every member of the Association, through their
participation and contributions in the program, want to
earry the Duckpin Game forward io take its righiful place
w8 n major sport on the American scene. The word
Professional has become a symbol of perfection to every-
ane associaied with the Tour program. Secondly, through
sporizmanlike conduct and qualities of true champione,
the pros hope 1o build the image of the Duckpin Pro in
the minds of children and grownups slike. Finally, the
Asaocintion is building toward the continued growth of
not only the Pro membership, but the Tour program
itself, This season's beginning was realistic but to the
participants the thought of weekly participation and &
$100,00000 purse looks to be only a few short tour
pensong awiy, and all are working hard in that direction,

Most of the Professional programs in other sporis
wore started many years ago, but the membership of
the BPAA Duckpin Professional Bowlers’ Association
is positive that those beginnings could not have hed the
zeal end enthusiasm that has given birth to the Duckpin
Frofessional.



Bow CREeK MOTEL ViRGA SEAGH. VA

Fai & Golling Maliday pring or summes 1 ite BOB LEGGETT'S

best ... Daluxe Motel rght on the 1B:hale
championship Bew Crock course, Cleb priviloeg-

i1, pool, tennis, dining room. Dancing Seturday PREE P U ROAD
alights, AND DELIVERY SERVICE
Weite ler Brochure
P. 0. BOX 2233 SERVICE
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA TUNE UP - BRAKE WORK - MINOR REPAIR
Mr. & Mre, Park Beaghly, Mgr. “Trust your car to the man who wears the Star”
Phona 3411222 YOUR BOWLING NEIGHBOR
RINALDI'S PLAZA BOWL + PLAZA SHOPPING CENTE
SQUAD "A" SQUAD "B"
160;00 am. Juky 1lch July 12ch 5:00 p.me 100 pm. July Llth July 12¢h 8:00 pa
LAMES BOWLER AND CITY LANES LANES BOWLER AND CITY LANI
| Chneal annt_ Norfolk, ¥a. 1 1 Pere pgpp.us, Maorfolk, Va 143
| Clawde Smich, Richmond, Va, 161 | Tommy Gammon, Richmond, Va, 141
2 Johnny Ressa, Washingron, D. C 9 2 Ted Cockburn, Arlingron, Va 4
1 Bob Winning, Rockville, Md. 9 - Cliff Kidd, Balrimare, Md. Q
b Bain K':?- Rlnrﬂrh.-’, Wi 14 i) Bi“}' Mischou, Rockville, Md, 14
5 Bookie Jenkins, Richmond, Va 14 3 Dave Volk, Balimore, Md. 14
& Billy Moore, Annandale, Va 13 L] Frank Bradsher, Annandale, Va 13
6 Jack Moulon, Hyaosville, Md. 15 [ George Clark, Arlington, Va 13
4 Roy Saul, Roancke, Vi » b Bill Leffler, Marfolk, Va 2
G Bud Downe, Alexandria, Vo 2 4 Howell Sherbert, Bdgewater, Md 3
] Ralph Gaddi, Silver Spring, Mcd. I 10 Chip Taylor, Highland Springs, Va. I
1} Bob Cleary, Baltimore, Md. 1 141 Willie Zehring, Alexandria, Va. |
11 Herman Gaines, Porsmouth, Ya i 11 Jue Bimer, Hagersoown, M. P
11 Bobby Mayhew, Washington, D. C 4 I Bill Keckley, Silver Spring, Md. 4
12 Chuck Freedman, Hyaresville, Md 5 12 Bill Wreay, MNorfolk, Va 3
12 Jake Petitr, Alexandria, ¥a 5 12 Ronnie Doss, Chesapeake, Va. i
15 Panl Gordon, Silver Spring, Md. ) 15 Charlie Lewis, Fredericksburg, Va. #
15 Steve Folte, Fairfax, Va b 1% Mike Sharreck, Balrimore, Md §
16 Herb Levin, Silver Spring. Md. 7 Ly Eddie Rk, Richmond, ¥a, 7
15 Mary Gallion, Baltmore, Md. 7 Iy Vic Lancelkora, Baltimore, M. T
NOTE: Each squad will bowl eight games on Sarurday and eight gunes on Sunday, Please nowe the rimes indicated for es

diy Please regisrer with Tournament olficials at least one-half bour prior 10 above scheduled times.

LANES SHOWN ARE STARTING LANES

Freddy's Welcome . .
Restaurant BPAA Duckpit

ITALIAN Ah:ﬁﬁ_chN FOOD RI N A LD I /
v

LT ¥ Sy ol S




For your League Bowling Trophies

LAWRENCE A. BECK
LARASAN TROPHY KING

REALTY & INSURANCE CORP BALTIMORE. MARYLAND

2 VIRGINIA BEACH OFFICES Sold Locally by
3401 Virginia Beach Blvd, 25th & Pacifie Avenus RINALDI'S PLAZA BOWL
Al Ponesss Anne Plazs Wirginia Beach Baroogh

ASSOCIATION — PROFESSIONAL TOUR

AIL « VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA - JULY 11 & 12, 1964

SQUAD "C" SQUAD "D"
5:00 pm. July 11th July 12ch 1000 am. 00 pm. July 11th July 12th 1:00 pm.
LANES BOWLER AND CITY LANES LANES BOWLER AND CITY LANES
1 Al Rush, Baltimore, Md. 10 1 LeRoy Chrsnnn, Alexandria, Vo 10
| Duave Lemnah, Silver Spring, Md. 10 | Mosley Webh, Baltimone, Md, 14
2 Willy Warfield, Baleimors, Md 9 1 Charlie Earle, Baltimore, Md, 9
2 Jim Wolfensbetper, Hagersoown, Md. 9 2 Mickey Mocers, Wheaton, Md. 9
3 Bill Douros; Norfolk, Va 14 3 Frank Applestein, Balimore, Md. 14
3 Clark Copenhaver, Hagerstown, Md 14 3 Bob Fahroey, Harrisonburg, Va 14
fa Jimimy Diewsch, Silver Spring, Md. 13 L] Bill Burroughs, Norfolk, Va 3
fa Danny Gammon, Morfolk, Va 13 1 Bobby Lockharr, Fairfax, Vi 13
9 Bill McCormack, Arlmgrn, Va s 7 Herman Brown, Frederick, Md 16
] Werner Trost, Takoma Park, Md. . 7 Earle Tilghman, Baltimore, Md. 16
10 *Joe Walker, Norfolk, Va. | B Bill Rumberg, Hyarmville, Md. 15
10 Jimmy DeMarco, Baltimire, Md | ] Charlie Guess, Me Jackson, Va 15
11 Fredd Tinsley, Baltimore, Md. 4 i Harry Warth, Washingron, I, C. 2
11 Teddy Hawkins, Falls Church, Va. 1 9 John Weinkam, Baltimore, Md, 2
12 Bill Lewis, Riverdale, Md 5 10 Timmie Dinnis, Wheaton, Md. 1
12 *Joe Whalker, Annupalis, Md 5 11 Roger Cramer, Ad:'lph':, M. i
15 Hank Howard, Alexandris, Va, 8 11 Walter Rusak, Highland Springs, Va i
15 Ben Thomason, Arington, Va. L 11 Shorry Divver, Hyarmville, Md 4
16 Frunk Baker, Richmond, Va. 7 12 Sam Housbey, Annmapolis, Md, i
I3 Wayne Souder, Damascos, Md, 7 E2 Bob Lamb, Annapolis, Md 3
15 Clande Case, Mayodan, M. 2]
*Please note city of bowlers indicared. Local bowiler, Joe 1% Ronnie Atkins, Richmond, Va 3]
Walker drew same squad as Pro Member Joe Walker of 16 Lindsey Hammonds, Washingion, D. C 7
Annapalis, Maryland, 1 Thurman Darden, Morfolk, Va, 7

LANES SHOWN ARE STARTING LANES

for » GROUP PHOTOS
= ACTION PHOTOS

: that are...
Slunal anlers to "Right Down Your Alley"

\ZA BOWL SPORTRAITS of v

. m Oiificial Rinaldi Photographar
Virginia




